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 Don't let private companies chop down our woodland 
 Protect trees for the conservation of wildlife and the enjoyment of the public 
 
On 2 December 2010, Ministers 
announced that approximately 40,000 
hectares of land, currently managed 
by Forestry Commission England, 
would be sold over the four year 
period 2011/12 to 2014/15.  As of 
now, the Public Bodies Bill (clauses 
17 and 18), is already going through 
Parliament, giving government the 
power to sell all of our public forests.  

Forests sold to the highest bidder 

The buyers could include foreign 
energy companies, private 
organisations, charitable trusts, 
companies and individuals for 
shooting rights, leisure developers 
and many more.  However, selling off 
our forests will contribute very little to 
the national debt.  Forests now 
managed by the Forestry Commission 
cost less than 30p a year for each 
person in the UK 
(www.forestry.gov.uk). 
 
Our ancient woodlands and forests 
are our natural heritage. Around two-
thirds of our woodland is privately 
owned already. The remaining 18% 
(90% in Europe, 
www.saveourwoods.co.uk) is publicly 

owned, managed by the Forestry 
Commission and other public 
agencies, including local 
authorities.  Already, half a million 
people have signed an online 
petition against the sell off at: 
www.38degrees.org.uk. 

Community Involvement 

David Cameron claims he is 
interested in creating greater 
community involvement in forests.  
However, this involvement already 
exists, as in the friends of 
Chopwell Woods 
(www.jadz.demon.co.uk).  
 
 Furthermore, ‘the government 
has also just set up a task force to 
look at ways to reduce the 
"regulatory burden" on the owners 
of forests, which means they will 
almost certainly be required to do 
even less than the current 
minimum requirements’ 
(www.guardian.co.uk). 

Official: England's forest sell-
off will cost more than it saves 

A joint study for the Department 
for Environment Farming and 

Rural Affairs (DEFRA) and Forestry 
Commission shows that the 
government can expect the disposal 
of the land to cost £679m over 20 
years but the benefits will only be 
£655m (www.defra.gov.uk). 
 
In the past, when the government has 
sold off tracts of forest, ‘They have 
then allowed the new owners to apply 
for grants to be able to maintain the 
forests, and so…the net impact in 
many of the previous forest sales has 
not been to make money, it simply 
changes the ownership, perhaps, for 
ideological reasons, but it hasn’t 
actually saved money’.  (Caroline 
Lucas MP, Green Party Leader 2011). 

Once it’s GONE, it’s GONE 
FOREVER! 

We can’t let this happen.  We have to 
stop these plans.  Spread the news of 
this ecological disaster.  Take action.  
Ultimately, save our woods! 

 

Check out this website for local 
forest campaigns 

http://saveourwoods.co.uk

 

TYNE & WEAR 
LEFT UNITY 

 

We are the Power! 


