
SPIRIT LEVEL—A MIRROR TO SAD SOCIETY
Vicki Gilbert reports on new evidence on our unequal society
Kate Pickett and Richard Wilkinson are 2 sociologists who have writ-
ten a new book that exposes/mirrors the sad society that we live.
They have researched the richest countries in the world and shown
how UK, USA and New Zealand, at one extreme, are unhappy and
dysfunctional societies as against Norway, Sweden and Japan.
Their research proves that the bigger the gap between the rich and
poor the sadder and more dysfunctional is that society. In the UK the
richest 10% are 100 times richer than the poorest 10%., whilst in con-
trast the gap between the richest and poorest in Norway, Sweden and
Japan is about 8 times only. They are a more trusting and happier so-
ciety as a result.
This research exposes some interesting contrasts for instance, UK
versus Norway. In the UK working people work 2 months more a year,
more people are in prison. There is less trust between people and
more drug addition. There is more mental illness and serious dis-
eases. More teenage births and a lower life expectancy. There are
higher levels of obesity and lower educational achievement, less so-
cial mobility and equal opportunities

Thatcher’s Government increased to gap between rich and poor so
that the richest in UK are 100 times richer than the poorest and the
tragedy was that Blair’s New Labour in Government maintained this
gap in wealth.

The Con/Dems say they want more equality but they will make ordi-
nary people pay for the debt created by the bankers and rich investors
playing casino betting with our money,whilst destroying our welfare
state by continuing Labours privatisation of health and education

Sunderland organise against the Cuts
Gary Duncan LU supporter in Sunderland reports:
Sunderland Against the Cuts (SAtC) was set up in May by several
activists involved in Tyne and Wear Left Unity (TWLU) and quickly
acquired support from wider forces, including Green Party members
and leftist Labour Party officials. Our public meetings and demonstra-
tions have attracted a broad range of left wing-minded people, and our
regular city centre stalls and internet operations have spread word of
our activities far and wide.
As well as functioning as an independent anti-cuts coalition, however,
we are working with the trade unions inside the Public Services Al-
liance (PSA) and influencing proceedings where possible. We realise
the anti-cuts movement needs to be broad and we maintain a princi-
pled anti-sectarian attitude at the core of our group.
The next SAtC public meeting, entitled "What Should Our Councillors
Do About The Cuts?", will feature a head-to-head debate between two
activists and will open up to general discussion thereafter. It is
taking place at Sunderland civic centre, committee room 2, Tuesday
19th October, 7pm. We would like to invite you along to enjoy what is
sure to be an interesting event.

Within a month the ConDem govern-
ment, we knew whose side they were
on. The cuts were going to come at
our expense. The poor, public sector
workers, and especially the north of
England would face the brunt of the
attacks.

ORGANISE
But the trade unions in the north got
their act together early and formed the
Northern Public Service Alliance
(PSA) with about 10 local groups
meeting monthly across the region
from Northumberland to Teesside, to
Carlisle and Sunderland.

This is a good start but even hundreds
of people meeting every month won’t
itself build the movement we will need
to stop the cuts. We need to turn
these groups out and involve more
local union members including those
never involved in campaigning before.
We need to involve the services users
and community groups. We need to
give these groups power to call local
meetings, build protests and be able
to respond quickly to every cut, every
threat and not to have to wait for
someone in the union office to pro-
duce a leaflet or agree the spending.
These groups need to be democratic
and based on the unions and commu-
nity groups and be real, not just repre-
senting the leaders of union branches
or left groups. We will need to have
debates about how to relate to Labour
Councillors carrying out cuts. Workers
will need to discuss when and how to
take strike action to defend services
and jobs and coordinate these across
unions and workplaces. We need to

show the press and the ConDems that
the users and workers are fighting to-
gether. These unprecedented attacks
cannot be won by big rallies in town
alone, but these are good start and to
be welcomed.

MASS SACKINGS
Already workers are facing cuts in
London Firefighers are being balloted
for action against mass sackings, in
Birmingham all workers are being
asked to take pay cuts and accept
worse conditions, these attacks have
to be met with strike action and well
as public protests.

And when Libraries, Schools and
Sport Centres are axed as they will be
in the next 6 months we need these
local groups to be able to organise oc-
cupations as well as support strike ac-
tion. We cannot wait for next year
local elections to see if Liberals lose
seats to Labour, we cannot hope if we
keep shouting the coalition will col-
lapse of its own accord. We need to
build the kind of local activist groups
that the Cameron and Clegg could
have ownly dreamt about in their
worst nightmare.

OCTOBER FIGHTBACK
The spending review in October will
start to show when and where the
cuts will come but like the cuts the
fightback may come first from unex-
pected quarters. We need to ensure
everyone in every workplace and
every street, and every classroom,
know where to come to build the op-
position and have the arguments and
the opportunity to build a fightback

Last year Newcastle University stu-
dents including supporters of TWLU
set up Newcastle Free Education
Network - here Simon Child reports:

Newcastle Free Education Network
(NFEN) is a group of university
students and staff who believe that
education is a right, not a privilege.

The latest projections suggest that
this year’s new intake of students will
find themselves in £25,000 worth of
debt by the time they have finished
their education.

As the government’s spending cuts
take effect students will get less for
their money, and lecturers’ and
support staff’s jobs are at risk.

Last year NFEN was founded and
we held a number of successful
events. This year we hope to hit the
ground running and build a big cam-
paign with students and staff uniting
to resist the government’s cuts which
will put our education at risk, cause
unemployment and put students in
even higher levels of crippling debt.

tynewearleftunity.wordpress.com

BUILD THE PUBLIC SERVICE ALLIANCES
AND ANTI CUTS CAMPAIGNS

Academies and Free Schools?
Children’s charity Barnardos has just published a report criticising the
ConDem Government for it’s school plans.

Unlocking the gates: Giving disadvantaged children a fairer deal in school
admissions . Chief executive Martin Narey stated:

“we must stop educational disadvantage being passed down from one
generation to the next...

"Secondary school admissions fail to ensure a level playing field for all
children. Instead we are seeing impenetrable clusters of privilege forming
around the most popular schools.’

Parents of poor children already find it hard to get their children into the best
schools, and Academies just make this situation worse. The risk is that even if
Academies open in areas with high unemployment and families living on low
pay, children from wealthier families take over more school places. That gap
will just get bigger; Con Dem policies mean more for the priviledged.

“The recent growth in foundation schools and academies means that there are
increasing numbers of schools which act as their own admissions authority.”

Students organise against the cuts!

For more info on NFEN check out our blog at:
www.newcastlefreeeducationnetwork.tumblr.com

Future PSA meetings (for other PSAs
contact: MLowden@tuc.org.uk)

Newcastle – 28th Sept 5.30pm, Unison
Office, 140-150 Pilgrim St, contact: Helen
Finkill h.finkill@unison.co.uk

Sunderland – 6th Oct, 5.30pm, Civic
Centre, Sunderlland, Helen contact:
Finkill h.finkill@unison.co.uk
Durham 21st Oct, 5.30pm, Durham
County Hall. contact: Peter Chapman
P.chapman2@unison.co.uk
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